9t. Thomas More Catholic Church

2510 So. Fremont Avenue, Alhambra, CA 91803
(626) 284-8333 Website: stmcatholicalhambra.org

Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
Sunday, September 13, 2020
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COVID-19 SCHEDULES
SEE PAGE 5 FOR EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATIONS

REQUIRED
SOCIAL DINSTANCING AND SAFE PRACTICES

Parish facilities are closed until further notice
Attend Mass online at stmcatholicalhambra.org

or facebook.com/lacatholics.

ALL EVENTS ARE CANCELED UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
Visit our website at stmcatholicalhambra.org

for more information and updates.

PARISH OFFICE (RECTORY) HOURS

Monday—Friday 8 AM to 5 PM *%*Closed to the Public**
Office hours are for staffing only,

Saturday Closed for responding to emails, and

Sunday @losed answering phone calls.

PARISH STAFF

Office: (626) 284-8333 Fax: (626) 282-4459
Pastor: Fr. Thai Le
(ext. 110) frthaile@yahoo.com
Pastor Emeritus: Rev. Jeremiah O’Neill
Deacon Couple: Rogelio and Emilia Garcia
rogelio.emilia@hotmail.com (626) 705-1072
Safeguard the Children Contact: To be Announced
(ext. 139) or (626) 457-5302 stmdrealhambra@gmail.com
Director of Religious Education: Mae Ho
(ext. 139) or (626) 457-5302 stmdrealhambra@gmail.com
Liturgy & Music Coordinator: Sr. Andrea Johnson
(ext. 137) stmmusiclit@gmail.com
Accounting Manager: Lucy Lai
(ext. 141) acct_stm(@yahoo.com
Youth Ministry & Confirmation Coordinator: Francisco Ramos
stmlifeteenymc(@gmail.com
Assistant Coordinator: Gabriella Ramos (ext. 135)
Parish Secretary: Lucia Alcantar
(ext. 112) stm_secretary@live.com
Parish Receptionist: Mimi Lewis

SCHOOL STAFF

School Office: (626) 284-5778 Fax: (626) 284-3303
Principal: Norma Gibson (ext. 128)

Secretary: Mary Helen Lazo, (ext. 129)

School Website: www.stmcsa.org

School Email: ngibson@stmfalcons.net

TODAY’S READINGS

TODAY’S READINGS

First Reading — Remember the commandments and hate not
your neighbor (Sirach 27:30 — 28:7).

Psalm — The Lord is kind and merciful, slow to anger, and rich

in compassion (Psalm 103).

Second Reading — Whether we live, or whether we die, we
do so for the Lord (Romans 14:7-9).

Gospel — Forgive one another from your heart

(Matthew 18:21-35).

READINGS FOR THE WEEK

Monday: Nm 21:4b-9; Ps 78:1-2, 34-38; Phil 2:6-11;
Jn 3:13-17

Tuesday: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Ps 100:1b-5;

Jn 19:25-27 or Lk 2:33-35

Wednesday: 1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Ps 33:2-5, 12, 22;

Lk 7:31-35
Thursday: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Ps 118:1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;

Lk 7:36-50
Friday: B DO ibed, 6-8b, 15; Lk 8:1-3
Saturday: 1 Cor 15:35-37,42-49; Ps 56:10c-14; Lk 8:4-15
Sunday: Is 55:6-9; Ps 145:2-3, 8-9, 17-18;

Phil 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a

LECTURAS DE HOY
Primera lectura — No podemos fomentar el rencor y esperar

que se nos perdonen nuestros pecados

(Eclesiastico 27:30 — 28:7).

Salmo — El Sefior es bondadoso y misericordioso, lento a la ira
y rico en compasion (Salmo 103(102)).

Segunda lectura — Ya sea que vivamos o muramos, lo hace-
mos en Cristo (Romanos 14:7-9).

Evangelio — Jests dice que debemos perdonar no solo siete
veces sino setenta veces siete veces (Mateo 18:21-35).

LECTURAS DE LA SEMANA

Lunes: Nm 21:4b-9; Sal 78 (77):1-2, 34-38;
Flm 2:6-11; Jn 3:13-17
Martes: 1 Cor 12:12-14, 27-31a; Sal 100 (99):1b-5;

Jn 19:25-27 0 Lc 2:33-35
Miércoles: 1 Cor 12:31 — 13:13; Sal 33 (32):2-5, 12, 22;

Lc7:31-35
Jueves: 1 Cor 15:1-11; Sal 118 (117):1b-2, 16ab-17, 28;
Lc 7:36-50
Viernes: 1 Cor 15:12-20; Sal 17 (16):1bcd, 6-8b, 15; Lc 8:1-3
Sabado: 1 Cor 15:35-37, 42-49; Sal 56 (55):10c-14;
Lc 8:4-15
Domingo: Is 55:6-9; Sal 145 (144):2-3, 8-9, 17-18;

Flm 1:20c-24, 27a; Mt 20:1-16a




Forgive your neighbor’s injustice;

then when you pray,
your own sins will be forgiven.

Sirach 28:2

September St. Thomas More Eucharistic Celebrations

OUTDOOR
TENT MASSES

FOR MORE INFORMATION, PLEASE VISIT THE STM
WEBSITE AT: stmcatholicalhambra. org

OUTDOOR/TENT LOT MASSES

Due to COVID-19, STM will be holding masses in a
tent between the church and hall. The church will
only remain open for confessions on Saturdays.

ime

REQUIREMENTS AND GUIDELINES

Follow all traffic directions for everyone’s safety.

Please do not attend if you have tested positive, have
any symptoms, or are expected to self-quarantine.

Face coverings are required at all times.
SOCIAL DISTANCING
Always maintain six-feet distance from others.

Member from the same household may sit close
together.

MAXIMUM CAPACITY
The tent’s capacity of 60 people at any time. There

Ordinary T

will be some overflow seating available.

=

COVID-19 RISKS
COVID-19 (Coronavirus, 2019) is a potentially
deadly illness. Attending mass is voluntary and a

Twenty-Fourth Sunday

personal decision. St. Thomas More cannot accept
responsibility for your personal choice to attend
mass. Please consider the risks, your health, and
alternatives before attending any public event.

Copyright © J.S. Paluch Co. Inc.
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Excerpts from the Lectionary for Mass LOVE FOR THE STM PARISH COMMUNITY
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Welcome our new Sunday Religious Director!

The future of every child is not merely teaching them how to
read and write with evident fluency, but also able to process
life’s journey with active inner strength. Children who grow in
knowledge will never journey alone—Jesus walks with them!
With expertise and encouragement, children can know God and
grow in His love. A child’s wonderful journey can begin here at
St. Thomas More Catholic Parish through Sunday Religious Pro-
grams.

Understanding the importance of the Catholic faith in the lives
and future of children, I entrust Gabriella Ramos with the posi-
tion of Director of Catechetical Sunday School.

We pray that God’s Spirit will guide her as she prepares and

introduces Jesus to your children.

God bless!
Fr. Thai Le

I am very excited to begin my new position of Director of Cate-
chetical Sunday School. In the past 14 years I have taught the
Catholic faith and shared my love for Christ with students ages 2
-18 years old. I served as Assistant Coordinator of Youth Minis-
try & Confirmation for the past 7 years. With Christ as our cen-
ter, we will be diving in together into our faith. T look forward
to journeying with you all.
God Bless,

Gabriella Ramos

Director of Catechetical Sunday School

(626) 284-8333 x 139 | stmdrealhambra@gmail.com

Tihank voul

Collections for 9/6/20

Envelopes Loose Total
8:00 AM $640.00 $108.00 $748.00
9:15 AM $435.00 $388.00 $823.00
10:30 AM $160.00 $132.00  $292.00
By Mail and Online $1,400.00 $1,400.00
Building Fund $779.00 $779.00
Special Projects $125.00 $125.00
Altar Society $118.00 $118.00
Airconditioning $17.00 $17.00
School Support $13.00 $13.00
$3,687.00 $628.00 $4,315.00




Twenty-fourth Sunday in OrdinaryTime September 13, 2020 Reflections

Hello!

Mothers don’t itemize what their children owe them. Have you ever heard a mother say to her
child, “You owe me one hundred gallons of milk, ten thousand gallons of water, two thousand
diapers...” True mothers never record all their sacrifices for their children. If you’ve ever heard
of a mother tracking such expenses, you’d probably think it absurd.

All readings today emphasize the notion of collectiveness, mercy, and forgiveness; they also warn the
listeners of the consequences for those who refuse to practice such teachings. The gospel portrays two different
people: A king and a servant. The king forgives a considerable debt for his servant. Soon after the servant is acquit-
ted, he refuses to forgive a fellow servant who owed him only a small amount. Why could the servant not show
mercy as the king did? The answer is that he has written down all the details: The amount, location, time, and rea-
son for the loan.

The parable illustrates only the aspect of forgiveness for earthly materials. What happens when an individual hurts
us? Could we be harmed physically, psychologically, or financially and act as if nothing happened? Because of hu-
man nature, we sometimes feel forgiving others is impossible. We might think forgiveness is a sign of weakness or

gullibility. However, forgiveness is a path leading us away from anger and pain. Forgiveness helps us stop suffering.

When some conflict unsettles our peace of mind, we may draw a line. We are naturally afraid of being hurt or hu-
miliated. When we experience conflict, we may distance ourselves from others we think might harm us.

There is an allegory of a man standing in the middle of the road and stopping cars. He would then measure the
height of every person he stopped. If a person were shorter than him, he would stretch the persons’ legs out. If the
person were taller, he would cut their legs shorter!

We carry similar attitudes through life with us and measure people according to our standards, and then we want
them to be more like us. We become stagnant in our willingness to understand the plights of others. Jesus tells us
this parable so we can understand the measurement-systems we carry around with us.

Moreover, making others feel indebted to us is the beginning of an obstacle that blocks our ability to forgive.
When we conceive someone is in debt to us, we record that transaction deep in our brain. Again, we then expect
others to satisfy our demands no matter what. The servant in today’s gospel could not show his pity for a fellow

servant because his mind focused on what was fair according to his own measurements.

There are three reasons why we need to follow Jesus’ teaching regarding forgiveness: Firstly, we recognize that we
have been forgiven by the death of Jesus on the cross. Secondly, we acknowledge that when we forgive someone
who has wronged us, we show them God’s mercy and His presence. Thirdly, we forgive because we want a
healthy mind and body: Most of all, freedom of heart and mind.

Mothers do not carry ledgers to impose on their children later in life. They never begin each new day with a mind-
set of doing things for their children so their children can pay back a debt years later. If our mothers did such
things, the world would be in chaos. When we struggle to forgive others who have wronged us, we can ponder

upon the image of mothers’ mercy and forgiveness, even if a child does not merit mercy.

Faith in God reveals that God has canceled our sins and the terrible things we do during this life. God wants us to
live in love and flourish in many areas of life. There are many good things about a person we can write down in our
memories. Those good thoughts and words refresh our mind and color our soul. Then we will have the courage
and strength to believe that even when enduring the worst conflict and hurt, our hearts can be free.

God bless!
Fr. Thai Le



Vigésimo Cuarto Domingo del Tiempo Ordinario Septiembre 13, 20 Reflexiones

iHola!

Las madres no detallan lo que sus hijos les deben. ;Alguna vez has escuchado a una madre decirle a su hijo: “Me debes cien
galones de leche, diez mil galones de agua, ;dos mil pafiales” Las verdaderas madres nunca registran todos los sacrificios
que hacen por sus hijos. Si alguna vez has oido de una madre que realiza un seguimiento de esos gastos, probablemente lo
considerarias absurdo.

Todas las lecturas de hoy enfatizan la nocion de colectividad, misericordia y perdon; tambien advierten a los oyentes de las
consecuencias para quienes se niegan a practicar tales ensenanzas. El evangeho retrata a dos personas diferentes: un reyy
un siervo. El rey perdona una deuda considerable a su siervo. Poco después de que el sirviente es absuelto, se niega a per-
donar a un companero que le debia una pequena cantidad. ;Por qué el siervo no pudo mostrar misericordia como lo hizo el
rey? La respuesta es que ha anotado todos los detalles: el monto, la ubicacion, la hora y el motivo del préstamo.

La parabola ilustra solo el aspecto del perdon por las cosas materiales. ;Qué pasa cuando un individuo nos lastima?
¢Podriamos sufrir danos fisicos, psicologicos o economicos y actuar como si nada hubiera pasado? Debido a la naturaleza
humana, a veces sentimos que perdonar a los demas es imposible. Podriamos pensar que el perdon es un signo de debilidad
o credulidad. Sin embargo, el perdon es un camino que nos aleja de la ira y el dolor. El perdon nos ayuda a dejar de sufrir.

Cuando algan conflicto perturba nuestra paz mental, podemos trazar una linea. Naturalmente, tenemos miedo de ser heri-
dos o humillados. Cuando vivimos un conflicto, podemos distanciarnos de otras personas que pensamos que pueden dafiar-
nos.

Hay una alegoria de un hombre parado en medio de la carretera y deteniendo autos. Luego media la altura de cada persona
Y g P y g p

que detenia. Si una persona fuera mas baja que ¢l, estiraria las piernas de la persona. Si la persona fuera mas alta, jle corta-
ria las piernas!

Llevamos con nosotros actitudes similares a lo largo de la vida y medimos a las personas de acuerdo con nuestros estanda-

res, y luego queremos que se parezcan mas a nosotros. Nos estancamos en nuestra voluntad de comprender la dificil situa-
i : ; ; : bt

cion de los demas. Jesls nos cuenta esta parabola para que podamos entender los sistemas de medicion que llevamos con

nosotros.

Ademas, hacer que los demas se sientan en deuda con nosotros es el comienzo de un obstaculo que bloquea nuestra capaci-
dad de perdonar. Cuando concebimos que alguien esta en deuda con nosotros, registramos esa transaccion en lo mas pro-
fundo de nuestro cerebro. Una vez mas, esperamos que otros satisfagan nuestras demandas sin importar queé. El siervo del
evangelio de hoy no podia mostrar compasion por un consiervo porque su mente se concentraba en lo que era justo seglin
sus propias medidas.

Hay tres razones por las que debemos seguir la ensefanza de Jesus sobre el perdon: En primer lugar, reconocemos que
hemos sido perdonados por la muerte de Jests en la cruz. En segundo lugar, reconocemos que cuando perdonamos a al-
guien que nos ha hecho mal, le mostramos la misericordia de Dios y Su presencia. En tercer lugar, perdonamos porque
queremos una mente y un cuerpo sanos: sobre todo, libertad de corazon y mente.

Las madres no llevan libros de contabilidad para imponérselos a sus hijos mas adelante en la vida. Nunca comienzan cada
nuevo dia con la mentalidad de hacer cosas por sus hijos para que puedan pagar una deuda anos después. Si nuestras madres
hicieran tales cosas, el mundo seria un caos. Cuando luchamos por perdonar a otros que nos han hecho dafio, podemos re-
flexionar sobre la imagen de la misericordia y el perdon de las madres, incluso si un nifio no merece misericordia.

La fe en Dios revela que Dios ha cancelado nuestros pecados y las cosas terribles que hacemos durante esta vida. Dios quie-
re que vivamos en amor y florezcamos en muchas areas de la vida. Hay muchas cosas buenas de una persona que podemos
anotar en nuestra memoria. Esos buenos pensamientos y palabras refrescan nuestra mente y dan color a nuestra alma. En-
tonces tendremos el coraje y la fuerza para creer que incluso cuando soportamos el peor conflicto y dolor, nuestro corazon
puede ser libre.

iDios bendiga!
P. Thai Le



Twenty-fourth Sunday in Ordinary Time
MASS SCHEDULE and INTENTIONS

Saturday, September 12, 2020

8:30 AM Private Mass
4:00 PM Confessions  Fr. Thai

5:00 PM Private Mass Ramon Laif Patrick Yiuf
Sunday, September 13, 2020

8:00 AM Fr. Andrew Yo Po Linf Eric C. Vilafrancaf
9:15 AM Fr. Thai

10:30 AM Fr. Thai
12:30 PM Private Mass

Dr. Jason Hwangf

Rafael Garcia Sr.f

Monday, September 14, 2020

8:30 AM Private Mass ~ Yu Po Lint Dr. Jason Hwang}
Tuesday, September 15, 2020

8:30 AM Private Mass ~ Yu Po Linf Dr. Jason Hwangf
Wednesday, September 16, 2020

8:30 AM Private Mass ~ Yu Po Linf Dr. Jason Hwangf
Thursday, September 17, 2020

8:30AM Private Mass ~ Yu Po Lin} Dr. Jason Hwangf
Friday, September 18, 2020

8:00 AM Fr. Andrew  Yu Po Lint Dr. Jason Hwangt
Saturday, September 19, 2020

8:30 AM Private Mass

4:00 PM Confessions  Fr. Thai

5:00 PM Private Mass  patrick Yiuf Dr. Jason Hwangt
Sunday, September 20, 2020
8:00 AM Fr. Andrew Yo Po Linf

Gabriel Sanchez: Birthday,

9:15 AM Fr. Thai
2 g 2 Narcisa Verdesot: Birthday

10:30 AM Fr. Thai
12:30 PM Private Mass Dr. Jason Hwangf

Juan Garcia: Healing

Confessions

o  Saturday4:00 pm (in the church)

PARISH CHURCH CLOSED

Mass will be celebrated outdoors in a tent between the church and hall

Masses

o  Friday 8:00 am

o  Sunday 8:00 am & 9:15 am in English
e  Sunday 10:30 am in Spanish

e Observe social distancing of six-feet
symptoms

God Bless! Fr. Thai Le

e All attendees and volunteers must wear face masks

e Do not have COVID-19, any symptoms, or flu-like

Visit the STM website for more information.

September 13, 2020 Pa

Please Pray for the Sick

Fr. Jeremiah O’Neill

A Lucia Adame M
Mary Louise Aluzzi
Elias Alvarez
Francis Araiza
Noreen Arroyo
Kelly Artozgui
George Astacio
Rosa Astacio
Brianna Ayestas
B Aletha Bailey
Carla Baker
Michele Baker
Harlene Breaux
Steven Brown
Tod and Rose Marie Brown N
C Rita Campanella
Celia Carmona
Erik M. Casillas (0]
Daniel Cerpa P
Joan Cervantes
Patricia Cisneros
Leah Grace Cisneros
Roman Covarrubias R
Rosalba Covarrubias
Catalina Cruz
Mary Louise Cruz
D Imelda De La Cruz
Julio Diaz
Do Duong
Jesus M. Dulay
E Jan Edwards
F  Donna Finochio S
Louis Finochio
Daniel Fuentes
G Ramona Garcia
Daniel Gonzalez
Carolina Guzman
Francisco Ibarra
J  Gary Jones T

Maria Ivy Lynn Jimenez

Raymond Jimenez \'%
K Erin Kametani
L Jeff Lamb

Minoy Lee w

Andrea Leija

Pauline Lemire

Gudalio Lim

David Lindsey Z

Anna Lovoy

L

Christopher Maimone
Danilo Magsino
Ruben Magsino
Evelyn Manza

Ariana Alonso Morales
Barbara Moreno
Bertha Moreno

Fred Maroon

Felipe Martinez
Henrietta Martinez
Jean Miceli

Arianne Miller
Cheryl Morten

Betty Murray

Gloria Natividad
Mario Nieto

John Ng

Rosaleen Ocampo
Arcadio Pablo
Alebert Pelaez
Fernando Parra
Ernestina Placencio
Virginia Reyes
Cheryl Ann Reynoso
Ryan Reynoso
Salvador Reynoso
Laura Rico

Francisco Rios
Armando Rivera
Domenic Rizzi

Mike Romano
Mason Saldafia
Francisco Sanchez
Dylan Silva

Nicole Smith

Lilian Smitter
Connie Sotelo

Angie Stockwell
Mike Teong

Jennies Tiu

Romeo Villafranca
Ricardo & Felicidad Villegas
Therese Huyen-Duong Thi Vu
Terry Wilson

Janny Wong

Jennifer Wong

Maria Wong Vasquez

Christine Zampese

Son the Doad
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\_/_\'ﬁ%’\/

Tynn Sue Chang
Mariano Cimatu Yr.
Simon (arensbourg

Pr. Jason Hwang

Adolphus Jages
Stephanie Qcampo
Sylvia Rodriguez
Columba Sanchez
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